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Wife, mother, Marine and now police officer

By Andrew Draper

Jennifer Miller overcame a rough childhood to become a wife, mother, U.S. Marine and more, landing as the Crime Prevention Specialist and DARE officer for the Prescott Valley Police Department.
Miller grew up in the small town of Kingman, AZ as the textbook tomboy.

“I was a tomboy from the age of 2. When my parents would put dresses on me for church, I would kick and scream until they put pants on me,” she said. “I played with G.I. Joes. I never had an affinity for girly dolls.”
Daughter of a college professor and a nurse, Miller credits her father for her love of the outdoors.
“He would take me out hiking with him and show me wildlife and ask me questions, so I learned it. I love all nature.” she said. “I shot my first .45 out in the desert with my dad. He treated me like one of the boys.”
Miller said she has one brother, six years older than she is.
“He went ROTC for the Navy and proceeded to become a career Nuclear Submariner,” she said. 
Living with her father after her parents divorced, Miller finished school and went on to college.

Studying Political Science, Miller heard her country’s call during a holiday break.

“I went home for thanksgiving and it was during the Gulf War. To get a break from the reality of war, we flipped the channel and what was on but ‘Born on the Fourth of July’, a really outstanding movie,” she said. “Watching that movie, and the fact that my beloved country was at war, I just had such a stirring of the American Spirit. I new I had to leave college and go serve my country. Growing up I was always in awe of the Marines.”

Miller enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corps in July of 1991.
“My mother wanted me to join the Air Force, but my heart belongs to the Marine Corps,” she said. “I wasn’t doing it to prove a point. I wasn’t doing it to stand out. I did it because everything in me said ‘Serve your country, and do it via the Marine Corps.’ My mother was so mad at me she didn’t talk to me for days. It was the best move I’ve ever made.”

A Platoon leader in boot camp, Miller aspired to become a drill instructor and then an officer, but motherhood drew her military career to an early close.

“I was very pregnant with my son, Jacob” she said. “And his father convinced me to get out for several reasons.”

After leaving the military Miller joined the Prescott Valley Police Department in 1997 after a pit stop as a detention officer at the Yavapai County Sheriff’s Office.
“Sheriff (C.G ‘Buck’) Buchannan gave me my first job in law enforcement and for that I’ll always be grateful,” she said. “It was an opportunity to see the other side of law enforcement. You get to meet people and decide which agency you really want to work for.”
Miller chose Prescott Valley Police Department as the place to continue to serve her community.
“The only female they had was, now Commander, Laura Molinaro. I was so intimidated by her, but I said to myself, ‘Jennifer, you will never know if you don’t try.’” she said. “So, I got myself physically and mentally prepared because I wanted it so badly.”
Miller was president of her academy class.

“I was voted president by 35 members of my class, all men,” she said. “I thought that was unbelievable.”
Miller attributes much of her success to her military background.
“The discipline you receive, the leadership qualities, it was always there, but they brought it out of you,” she said. “All of those qualities I have today, I owe to the Marine Corps.”
 Jennifer is married to Del Miller, also a Prescott Valley Police Officer. The Millers welcomed baby Danielle into the family late last year.
“I am very fortunate to have the family that I have. My husband, my children and my extended family are so supportive and proud that I chose this career,” she said. “My husband is the reason why I have been so successful. Del understands law enforcement. If I have to (suddenly) go and work something, or come home late, he understands its part of the job. He compliments me in so many ways. He keeps me grounded.”
Miller is imparting her love of service to county and community to her children.

“My son sometimes asks, ‘Mom, how come you have to go to another meeting,’ and I try to explain to him the importance of serving your community,” she said. “I want him to see why it’s important.”

Miller said she became involved in the Drug and Alcohol Resistance Education (DARE) program for elementary school-age children because they are our future.

“When I found out about the DARE program here in Prescott Valley, I was so excited at the prospect of working with the kids. That’s why I got into law enforcement, for kids. I want to help them,” she said. “Children are our most precious resource. I didn’t have DARE growing up, and sure wish I did. DARE is a great opportunity to help kids live good, strong, healthy lives.”

Miller said she draws her well-known energy from the kids she teaches.
“You can’t have a bad day working DARE. You walk into the classroom and you’re transformed,” she said. “Some of them have been through so much, and I get to be there for them, you can’t help but hug them. They are so sweet.”

Miller said she has no regrets about anything in her life and refuses to look down the road not taken.
“All those factors bring you to who you are today, all your success, all your failures, all your mistakes, all your progress,” she said. “It’s who we are. It’s who I am.”
For more information on DARE or other crime prevention programs, call Jennifer Miller at the Prescott Valley Police Department.
